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We have accomplished a lot this quarter. We had two new students come in 
our group- Zach and John; Dan and Will graduated. We started off the quarter 
rebuilding the zip cart. We rebuilt the newer engine and made the direct drive clutch 
work better by mounting the motor on motor mounts that we bought from NAPA. It 
worked well for a while until we realized that the clutch was wearing down the drive 
shaft. So we decided to make a track system buggy. We went down to Morin’s Steel 
to get steel to weld to the axles and cross brace it. We were going to make it gas 
powered but we decided it would be better if it were electric. So we put all the 
batteries in it and hooked it up to the old motor and it ran like a top for a week Then 
Adam went to take it out back behind the sugar shack and all the traction that the 
tracks got was to much to handle on the motor and the motor burnt up.  

We went on a couple of hikes one to Mount Washington we hiked about the 
first half mile up it and then turned around. Then the week after we went to Mount 
Agamenticus in York. We hiked that in about 20 minutes. We made that mountain 
look like a bump. We have started hanging out down at the ropes course more often 
now that is starting to get nice again. Overall we had a good quarter. 
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 This quarter we did more automotive projects 
then any other. Starting with Scott’s truck, we worked 
on the fuel pump and the upper and lower ball joints. 
Next, we worked on John’s F150 which needed front 
end and exhaust work. Then onto the van that needed a 
sway bar and bushing. Then we fixed the green truck’s 
front seat by putting a replacement seat in. We got new 
tires and door pins for the blue truck.  
 We helped the farm group with a lot of repairs 
like the arena gates and the Kubota tractor. We 
fabricated the head gate for the cows and we are still 

working on a personal lift 
for one of the staff. The 
fun stuff that we did this 
quarter was going to the 
YMCA and doing the 
spinning class they had 
there. We went to a machine shop named Jarvis to see 
how it operated. We also went to PET bikes and took a 
tour to see the bikes that are for people that are 

handicapped. Howe and Howe Tech was one of the places that we went and checked 
out the gift shop. 
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 This quarter we started at the Branch Hill Farm woodlot in Wakefield. The forester marked certain 
trees to be cut for an improved lot. We then cut those trees, split the wood and will sell this for firewood this 
fall. For the first time in 11 years we had to abandon the tractor and use our snowshoes to haul the 4 foot logs 
by hand. We estimated the snow to have been 3 ft deep with no crust and all powder. 
 Once the weather broke, we left the wood lot and came back to MapleStone. We began to tap our trees. 
We collected 300 to 400 gallons of sap. We boiled this down into syrup. It takes 35 gallons of sap to make 1 
gallon of syrup. We had to sue our snowshoes for this project as well. We spent some great days boiling and 
eating waffles by the fire. ~ Aiden 
 For Pancake Day we made pancakes and waffles for every group. 100 pancakes and 80 waffles were 
cooked for the whole school. To make the batter we separated egg whites which we beat with an egg beater 
and then we measured out the flour, milk, oil, baking powder and salt. We mixed the flour, baking powder, and 
salt together. When that was done we mixed milk, oil and egg yolk. All the ingredients were then mixed 
together to make pancakes and waffles. ~ Nikolai 
 During Pancake Day, each group stayed for 45 minutes and there were 6 groups. Some kids ate 5 
pancakes some only ate 1. We cooked about 100 pancakes that day and everybody stuffed their faces and had 
plenty of maple syrup. The Forestry Group gave everyone a pint of syrup. ~ Cody 
 Saw logs - what would the carpenter shop do without our hard work?  We were busy supplying them 
with saw logs from the Springvale wood lot.  Thankfully we could use the tractor for this job.  We cut 8 to 10 
hemlocks with 12 in diameters.  We haven’t yet scaled them to find out how many board feet, but we produced 
enough for the carpentry shop to build a shed and for us to build a green house for Sanford head start. We 
always take some time for hikes and a soup.  We hiked 3 mountains: Bauneg Beg in North Berwick; Moose 
Mountain in Union NH; Green Mountain in Effingham NH.  All three days where beautiful sunny days. ~ Rich 
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 Six baby sheep were born at school this quarter. There were two ram and 
four ewe lambs. We got a chance to watch Ruby’s babies being born. After they 
were born, we got to warm them and clean off all the gross stuff. We learned 
how to check the mother’s udder to make sure that milk was coming out and the 
babies got to nurse. Our flock now has ten sheep. 
 We are now able to load the Kubota tractor on the trailer and chain it 
down without help from our instructor. At the woodlot, we unload the tractor 
and deliver it to the Forestry group. We brought back two loads of hemlock logs and unloaded them at the 
sawmill using the excavator and tractor. 
 We have been grooming the horses and practicing our mounting and emergency dismounting. The 
horses can be scared off by loud noises and things blowing in the wind. We are learning how to teach the 
horses not to be afraid.            
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     Since the beginning of this quarter, our group has done a lot of different things. Our big project has been 
the woodshed for Nils and Patty. We also planned and built a solar collector, designed stools, and new 
tables for the classroom and made a plan to build a dormer over the entrance. We’ve worked on the wood 
shed all this quarter. There were some days when it was almost too cold and we did not get a whole lot done 
but we kept on going. Now the roofing is on and we are waiting for flashing to be delivered.  
      Because we were watching the price of oil go up fast, we decided to build a solar collector. We got a 
piece of extra metal roofing from the woodshed and sanded the enamel off the metal roofing and painted it 
with a high temperature flat black spray paint. Then, we bought a thermometer and put it in the middle of 
the collector. We kept track of the temperature inside of our shop and the solar collector for about 6 weeks. 
So far the temperature of the collector has been 60-90 degrees consistently. We have only turned on the 
heat on one cloudy day. So we think we have saved a lot of oil. We hope to expand our collector area and 
heat more of the building. 
       Another thing we started this quarter is $5 Fridays. $5 Friday is when the whole group each gets five 
dollars and we go grocery shopping and get the food. The reason why we do $5 dollar Friday is to teach us 
how to cook. We have made chicken nuggets, macaroni and cheese, goat loaf and burritos. After we get the 
food, we all work together to make it. All of our meals came out great; they were better then most of us 
thought it would be. The last thing we did this quarter was get some woodworking tools. Deb’s husband 
donated an 8” jointer that needs a little work. We have sent the motor out to be repaired. We bought a used 
14” band saw that is now ready to use. We’ve already done some curved cuts with it. The saw works great. 
Both the dormer project and our classroom furniture are in the design stage. We hope to begin working on 
them next quarter. 
 

Animal Science (con’t) 

  The group went to Carl’s house in the morning for a pancake and waffle breakfast. We had 
maple syrup fresh out of the tree. At the end we got our own thing of maple syrup. 
Thanks Forestry group! 

 Ducks and chickens are laying six eggs a day. 
We are getting the barn ready for the upcoming goat 
kids and we are teaching the cows how to eat in the 
head gate. 
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 We are THE carpentry group.   Due to the lovely winter we had this year, much of our time was spent 
working indoors.  Recently with the sun and warm weather making an appearance we have been able to get 
outside and work on various projects.  Our major projects this quarter include construction of a shed, operating 
the sawmill to produce lumber, several community service projects, and also a few fun outings. 
 We decided to build a shed to sell because we really want to generate some money for MapleStone; 8 x 
12 was the decided size because we want the buyer to be able to park his tractor, motorcycle, or snow blower 
inside the shed and have some room to spare.  For the floor we used 1x8 hemlock boards.  We framed the 
walls 16 inches OC. We included a 4ft door in the front and a 24 x 36 window in the rear.  We are planning on 
using pine boards to side the shed.  Due to the quality of the craftsmanship we should easily generate $800-
$900 for the shed. 
 Recently we’ve spent a lot of time working on the sawmill.  Mostly we’ve been milling hemlock for 
the shed.  We milled a ton of 2x6, 2x4 and 1 inch boards.  Despite hitting a few metal objects we all learned 
how to operate the sawmill correctly and safely. 
 We have done a few community service projects this quarter. Our first community service project was 
to build Adirondack chairs that would be auctioned off to benefit the Graham-tastic foundation that provides 
laptops for children in hospitals.  We built two chairs, one out of pine and one out of oak.  The oak chair 
generated one hundred and thirty dollars and the pine chair generated eighty-five dollars.  We were all pretty 
happy with how the chairs came out and the money we raised.  Our other community service project is 
designing and cutting out the parts for birdhouses that will be assembled by the students at Acton Elementary 
School. 
 This quarter hasn’t been all birdhouses and Adirondack chairs.  We’ve had the opportunity to go off 
campus and enjoy the outdoors.  We went to Shawnee Peak where Lucas honed his ski racing skills and Rocky 
worked on his back flips on the quarter pipe-wall.  It was really fun. And we also went to the Wells jetty and 
watched some really good waves roll in. DJ and Kai explored the caverns inside the jetty. It was all good until 
DJ lost his socks.   THE END 
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