
 I’ve been working on a work bench for a little over 
3 months with wood that students had cut at the wood lot 
the year before.  I milled up the legs to start making the 
table.  The next step is to do mortise and tenon work.  With 
a mortise you have to chisel out the hole for the tenon.  The 
tenon has to fit nice and snug in the mortise.  It takes a lot 
of time and patience to make mortise and tenon joints.  
This work is done with mostly a rubber mallet and a chisel. 
After I got all the legs done and all the mortise and tenon 
work done I glued it all together and put treenails through 

the tenon to make it 
stronger.  Next I 
added oak boards to the bottom to make a shelf 
and put a top shelf over the table top on it.  Now 
I’m in the middle of finishing it up and  just got 
done polying the legs.   All I have to do is finish  
the table top and put the table top on the legs and 
mount them together, along with the back shelf 
which will be very handy for hanging tools.  
Having never had a work bench before it is 

going to help me out so I can work on the things I need to and organize my tools and 
other miscellaneous stuff better.~ Dennis  
 I’ve been a student at MapleStone for almost three weeks. I was assigned to 
the forestry group which happens to be where I wanted to be. We have been busy- 
mostly cutting down and splitting trees for firewood. We have been going to the 
woodlot in Wakefield, NH daily. We are cutting down and splitting the trees that the 
forester has marked. The forester marks the trees in blue with a spray gun; he marks 
several trees at once. The trees he generally marks are not healthy, and are usually 
rotting. Cutting these trees helps the healthier trees grow. The main reason that we 
are cutting down the trees is to allow more sunlight to hit the growing pine trees. The 
pine trees are in a very early stage of growth, therefore they need more sunlight. Pine 
forests are native to our state and we would like 
to keep them part of our eco-system. 

There are two access roads to the forest 
on the main road. These two roads are separated 
by plant life. By combining them it would be 
easier to haul wood out and also spot more 
marked trees. The trees that have been marked 
are generally the trees in the way of joining the 
access roads. As we do our work this problem is 
being solved more efficiently. ~ Luke 
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Every couple of weeks we do a power point presentation along with two other 
groups. Once we get a topic we do research about it. We find pictures, write text and 
we can have backgrounds and music on your power point as well.  Our group has 
done 3 power points presentations. We have done one about our group and one about 
fun facts. We each did our own topic, but we put it together to make one big one. 
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Nate did one on turkeys, Craig did one on sharks I did one on a prehistoric shark, 
Jack did one on fish and fishing, Zach did his on dogs.  Nate and I also did a 
presentation about the Equine Affair. I have learned a lot from the presentations that 
we give and from what the other groups have done, too. ~ Alex 
      The milk parlor floor was raised by 2 inches. We added a cow stanchion to keep 
the cow’s head  still when milking and Mark’s crew installed some doors and 
windows. The plumber came and installed a faucet. In the milk room we installed a 
sink and the plumber installed a propane hot water heater.  In finishing these projects we hope to make cheese 
and to become FDA certified so we can sell milk and cheese.  Pat will teach us how to make cheese and other 
dairy products. Students from Noble school district come for P.A.T.H (Professional Association of Therapeutic 
Horsemanship) to learn about horses, so if they want a horse in the future they already know what to do. To get 
the horses ready for when they come, we groom them and put on the blanket, the saddle and the bridle. During 
their riding session we walk beside the horse with the lead rope in our hand for safety reasons just in case the 
horse gets spooked. ~ Jack & Craig  

     I took on working on my ‘93 GMC pickup truck with the mechanics group. We took an 
84 GMC 350 motor and put it into the ‘93 truck because the ‘93 motor was junk. I hope it 
will be done by 3rd quarter. I’m learning new things every time I work on it and it is 
coming along great. I just got my license and I’m anxious to have my own truck. ~ Nate 
     When watering the animals, we first wash and scrub out the buckets. We then put fresh 
water in the buckets on the hooks.  Each animal (horse, cow, goat, sheep, chicken, duck, 
and geese) gets a different type of grain.  Grain is usually given once a day to most of the 
animals. We check throughout the day to make sure that they all have food. There are 
different cuts of hay that each animal gets. The horses get 
the softer cut of hay. The other animals get a rougher cut. 

Chickens get the hay chaff for eating and bedding. We clean out stalls every day 
and everyone has assigned stalls. I clean out Breezie and Sapphire’s stalls. We 
put the manure in the bucket of the tractor and it is then taken to the compost 
pile. Depending upon the weather, the horses are put out to pasture in the 
morning and we put them in before we leave in the afternoon. The pasture is 
located along the driveway and they can go into the sheds if they want.~ Zach 
     Alex and I went to the Equine Affair in the fall. We got to see all kinds of 
horses, donkeys and horse equipment. We liked the Fantasia show. They put a lot of time into it and it was 
good. We would love to go again! ~ Nate & Alex            
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Rafter Tails  
          Up at the barn we are taking the rafter tails off and extending them so we 
can put metal roofing on the over hang. We hung sheet rock and put jointing 
tape on the crevices of the sheet rock and we put mud where the tape is to form 
the sheets into a big wall. Then we sanded the wall down where the mud is to 
smooth it out in preparation to paint the wall. All the work is being done so the 
barn group can have a cheese making room.  
MEEP Grant 
        In our classroom we sat down at the table and talked about the heat source 
in our shop. We decided to build a green house right next to our shop and make heat come into our classroom. 
We thought that the best way to get the materials for the greenhouse was to write a proposal for a grant from 
Maine Energy Education Program (MEEP). It took us two weeks to figure out the entire math and materials 
list before hand. We got the grant and got a certificate and a note from energy professionals saying that our �
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� For fun this quarter we hiked Mount Major with Scott’s group. It was a blast. The views were 
breathtaking. The hike up was challenging but fun at the same time. We took a different route down . Although 

the route down was longer it was easier because it wasn’t as steep. Check out the 
picture of our team building event on a boulder.  

 One of the challenging projects we did was working on Carl’s 1996 Ford 
F150.The issue with Carl’s truck was a rusty and 
broken frame. So we had to cut out all the bad 
sections and weld new steel to the frame. We also 
replaced shackles and rear shocks. Then we primed 
and painted the whole frame. We successfully 
finished the project within a short time. This 
quarter went by very fast but was quite challenging, 

we had many projects. During this quarter we went to try and find Devil’s 
Den. It was hard because Damien forgot where it was but at least there was a 
nice view at the top of Devil’s Mountain. It was kind of windy that day and a 
little chilly. There was a lot of mud in the area and all of us tried to jump 
over as many mud puddles as we could. Our group had lots of fun. After we 
got back to the Suburban, Jeff took us to McDonalds because we did lots of 
work that week and we kept saying we were hungry. Then we went back to 
school and talked about the week and the next week. 
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grant was so well done it didn’t even look like students did it. They said it looked like a professional wrote it. 
We plan on starting the greenhouse somewhat soon and our goal is to get it 
done by the end of the year. 
Plan Box 
 Our group is building a blueprint storage box for community service. 
We used one whole sheet of finish grade plywood to build the box and we 
spent a lot of time getting all the measurements precise and everything even. 
While building the box we learned about Dados and cutting rabbet’s. The 
difference between a Dado and a Rabbet is a Dado is closed in on both sides 
and a rabbet is open. We are planning on finishing and getting the box to 
Cornish planning board. 
Toys for Tots 
Around the holidays our group helped out with the Toys for Tots program which is getting Christmas presents 

for kids that might not get any presents. We picked up the toys in Sanford. 
One of the places was a church that had a storage container in the parking 
lot; the other place we went was right down the road from the church and it 
was a storage unit full of toys. We transferred the toys from the storage to 
the Porter Town Office and organized them and got them ready for a group 
of older ladies who packed the presents up and send them out to families 
who might have a hard time buying gifts. Moving all the presents really 
made it feel like Christmas. 



       We started out the quarter by finishing the new engine on the sawmill. The 
Forestry group went and got us some pine and hemlock logs to saw up and with those 

logs we have started to make pieces for the shed 
that we are making. The shed is an 8’ by 12’ shed 
that is already sold. A former student from Maple 
stone has bought the shed; his name is Matt. Since 
winter, we have started to work in the shop so far 
we’ve  remodeled the paint room. We made it a 
little bigger and we framed new walls. On the walls 
we put clear poly so the light can get in the room. 
Before Christmas we finished framing the roof at 
Mary Grant and put on the asphalt shingles. We 

will return to this job in the spring when the weather gets warmer. I am 
currently working on a diamond shape shelf that my cell phone and charger 
can be on to charge, also a place to keep my case. Another student, Nick is 
working on a mahogany tackle box to store his fishing gear in. Just before 
Christmas we went out for Kai’s 16th birthday at Tin Tin Buffet. Kai has 
now switched groups to the machine shop/ropes course group. Adam from 
that group has now switched into our group and is only here 2 days a week 
and the other 3 he is working at his co-op job at a garage in Milton Mills. 
Hopefully, now that winter weather is here, the mountains will get snow and 
we can go skiing at Sugarloaf. ~ Ben 
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This quarter James, Adam and I built two trikes. The one I mainly helped build was  electric. The electric one 
works really well.  The only thing is the batteries die too fast on it. Dave 
taught me what a posi was  because we were putting a posi rear end on 
the electric trike. The other  trike was gas powered but it didn’t have a 
posi rear end because it wouldn’t steer. The way you steer  is you pull 
these poles towards you; pull the right pole to turn 
right then if you want to go left you pull the left one. 
They both are pretty good trikes but the gas powered 
one is not as good on ice as the electric. The  battery 
powered one needs to be charged every five minutes 
but it’s one of our better projects.~ Keaton 

Surroundings are important. That’s why we refurbished our shop this quarter.  We painted 
the floors, painted the walls.  We cleaned under all the tool benches.  Everything we found 

under the tool benches went into buckets for easy 
storage. We took the drill press apart and cleaned all 
the parts.  Keaton made shelves and hooks to hang 
things.  When all was cleaned, we set to work building a coffee station.  
We brought a coffee pot in from home and were very happy until the pot 
broke.  Now we are hoping to bring in a new pot from Keaton’s house. 
 The arena had some problems with the tarp blowing in the wind.  
Too much wind was getting into the arena and they did not want the tarp 
to rip.  So the ropes group was called in to help because we are not afraid 

of heights—and we have the right equipment.  We had to climb up to the top of the arena and pull the tarp 
back in and tie it to a pole.  All went well.~ James 


